
 
“Scales of Western Water: Headwaters of the 

Columbia and Colorado Rivers” 
 

2016-17 State of the Rockies Project Fellowship 
 
The Colorado College State of the Rockies Project is hiring four (4) students to undertake paid 
summer research on topics related to water in the West and the management of the resource for 
communities, economies, and environments throughout the Rocky Mountain Region. The State of 
the Rockies focus for 2016-17 will build on our focus on western water. This year, however, we will 
explicitly build in a comparative multiple basin approach between the Colorado and Columbia 
River Basins. In addition to the summer research commitments, the Rockies Project Fellows will 
also be expected to assist with Rockies Project activities during the 2016-17 academic year 
through the speakers series and other forms of general outreach. 
  
A variety of different majors and disciplines typically form the collaborative student-faculty 
research team. Students’ research will culminate in the publication of the 2017 State of the 
Rockies Report. 
 
Successful applicants will work individually and in teams, be expected to conduct background 
research, collect and analyze data, and complete professional reports for publication.  Preference 
will be given to rising seniors, but the position is open to rising sophomores/juniors as well as 
graduating seniors. Preference will also be given to those students who show interest in the 2016-
17 theme of “Scales of Western Water: Headwaters of the Columbia and Colorado Rivers” but 
researchers will have some flexibility to choose topics of their own interest and match their work 
with their specific skill set. 
  
Fellowship Details: 
 

● 10 weeks spent working on campus beginning June 6 through August 12 (with some 
flexibility) 

● 35-40 hours per week time commitment 
● Pay is $400 per week 
● Researchers have some flexibility to pursue topics of their own interest, or to build a 

senior thesis around their summer research (working within the Project’s overall theme) 
● 2+ weeks of paid fieldwork/travel to pertinent regions of the Rocky Mountains 
● Participate with the 2016-17 Rockies Project Speakers Series including contacting 

speakers and arranging for related events with experts on campus 
● Assist with outreach related to the Rockies Project through regular blog posts and social 



media contributions throughout the academic year 
 
Successful applicants will: 
 

● Have a strong academic record demonstrated by your transcript 
● Demonstrate interest/involvement in environmental and/or conservation issues in the 

Rocky Mountain Region, specifically the Columbia and Colorado River Basins  
● Have taken a GIS, statistics, and/or research methods course (a plus, but not required) 
● Have research experience (a plus) 
● A demonstrated ability to work creatively and independently, and take on personal 

responsibility for tasks 
● Show familiarity and interest in the broader Rockies Project theme of western water issues 

 
Application materials: 
 

● A cover letter 
● 1 page professional resume 
● Obtain two (2) letters of recommendation from faculty or staff members who are familiar 

with your academic or professional work 
● Submit a 1-2 page description of a “dream topic” for your summer research and/or a 

planned senior thesis that relates to the Project theme of “The Scales of Western Water.” 
Please include rationale, method, a potential field research itinerary, and identify a faculty 
member who agrees to mentor you in completing your research. We can provide guidance 
on appropriate faculty if needed.  

● An academic transcript (obtained from the registrar) 
 

Above all, we are looking for passionate students who are excited to learn about the world of 
conservation and natural resource management, build professional skills, and do meaningful 
research. We look forward to reading your application! 
 
First round of applications are DUE by February 10, 2016. A second round of applications may 
occur if all positions are not filled. Please submit application materials to the State of the Rockies 
Project mailbox in the Environmental Science Dept. (Tutt Science, room 130A), and confirm 
documents were received with Assistant Director Brendan Boepple at 
Brendan.boepple@coloradocollege.edu.  
 
Contact Brendan.boepple@coloradocollege.edu or Rockies Program Coordinator Brooke Larsen 
(brooke.larsen@coloradocollege.edu) with questions about the overall focus of the Rockies 
Project and the Fellowship position.  
 


