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COLORADO COLLEGE TUSCAN WANDERLUST 2015
Ability Level: Beginner / Duration: 9 Days / 8 Nights

Tuscan Wanderlust
Created Exclusively for Colorado College

 
Dear Alumni, Parents and Friends of Colorado College,
Join European History Professor Susan Ashley for an exclusive 9-day guided light hiking and walking 
tour that showcases the best of Tuscany scheduled for Spring 2015! 
 
You begin in Florence and spend the night at a beautiful hotel in the hills of Fiesole. Head off the 
beaten path and explore picture-perfect hilltop towns and ancient abbeys. From the Umbrian border, 
stroll past abundant valleys, glowing meadows of irises, fields laced with vineyards and extraordinary 
clay dunes. Each day’s leisurely pace is interspersed with samplings of local specialties and 
conversations with Italians who share their heritage as we roam the cypress-lined roads. Continue in 
the southern part of Tuscany, known as the Val d’Orcia, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. We’ll 
discover the towns of Pienza with its charming alleys lined with small pecorino cheese shops, artisan 
workshops and centuries-old palaces, Montalcino, a fortress dominating the view on the surrounding 
hills, and of course the vineyards of Brunello red wine. The last part of the tour will bring us to the 
“Crete Senesi,” an area famous for its characteristic landscape and spectacular views of the Tuscan 
countryside dotted with cypress and small farms and villas perched on top of the numerous hills of 
this region. The final day is spent in Siena, yet another gem of the Tuscan Wanderlust hiking tour.
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MEET SUSAN ASHLEY
A member of the Department of History at Colorado College, Susan Ashley 
teaches European history, especially intellectual and social history, as 
well as environmental history. Courses include the Mediterranean, Nature 
and Society, Crime and Punishment, European Intellectual History, and 
Twentieth Century Europe. She served as Dean of the College and Dean of 
the Faculty from 2005-2012. Her current research focuses on conceptions 
of deviance in late nineteenth and early twentieth century France and Italy. 
Research takes her often to Florence. She also spent three years there as 
director or co-director of the Associated Colleges of the Midwest Florence 
and London-Florence programs. Courses taught in Italy have given her 
plenty of opportunity to explore Tuscany and Florence. 
 
PUBLICATIONS INCLUDE:
• “Enforcing Justice: The Controversial Case of Giuseppe Musolino,” in 

Festschrift for Janet Smith (2012)
• “Machiavelli the Revolutionary: A Modern Reinterpretation,” in Seeking 

Real Truths: Multipdisciplinary Perspectives on Machiavelli, edited by P. 
Vilches and G. Seaman (2007)

• Making Liberalism Work: The Italian Experience (2003)

She looks forward to sharing her knowledge of and passion 
for Tuscany with you!
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TRIP DETAILS 
2015 Trip Date
• May 23rd - May 31st

Ability Level
• Beginner

Summary of Daily Activities
• May 23: Stroll through Fiesole
• May 24: Hiking, olive oil 

tasting 
• May 25: Town visit, hiking 
• May 26: Hiking
• May 27: Walking, wine tasting
• May 28: Walking, cooking 

lesson
• May 29: Hiking, walking tour
• May 30: Shopping, strolling
• May 31: Arrivederci!

Trip Price
• $5,595
• Single supplement: $850

 
TRIP CONTACT
Ciclismo Classico 
Lauren Lasky 
lasky@ciclismoclassico.com 
781-646-3377 
 
 
 
 

TRIP ESSENCE
• A stroll down memory lane: Etruscan, Medieval and Renaissance 

villages 

• Discover the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Val d’Orcia, Siena and 
Pienza 

• Quintessential Southern Tuscan moonscapes 

• Wine tastings featuring Brunello and Vino Nobile 

• A delightful series of farm roads, fire trails and hillside tracks 

• Visit the tiny spa town of Bagno Vignoni

• Classic Tuscan country accommodations

• Visit Montalcino, home of one of the best red wines in the world

WHAT’S INCLUDED

• Service of at least two Ciclismo Classico tour leaders throughout the 
whole program

• Ciclismo shirt and water bottle 

• All luxury accommodations 

• All breakfasts, 6 dinners (wine, beer and alcohol included) and 4 
lunches 

• Guided tour of Siena with a local guide 

• 2 wine and 1 olive oil tasting 

• 1 cooking demonstration 

• Shuttle during and at the end of the tour

WHAT’S NOT INCLUDED

• Airfare and transportation to the start of the tour

• Personal expenses such as laundry and cell phone

• Wine, beer and alcohol with lunches

• Guide gratuity. It is recommended that each guest tips each guide 
4-8% of the tour price
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MAY 23
FLORENCE
Activities - Stroll through 
Fiesole 

Hotel - Hotel Villa Fiesole 
• Location: Fiesole
• www.fhhotelgroup.it/eng/

hotel-villa-fiesole/index.htm

MAY 24
PIENZA AND 
MONTEPULCIANO
Activities - Hiking, olive oil 
tasting

Hotel - Relais il Chiostro
• Location: Pienza
• www.anghelhotels.it/eng/

relais_chiostro_di_pienza/
home.htm

Highlights

Welcome to Italy Susan Ashley and Colorado College alumni and friends! 
 
We meet for a light lunch and introductory meeting at 1 pm in the lobby 
of Villa Fiesole. In the afternoon we stroll through the hills of Fiesole, which 
afford a spectacular view over Florence.  
 
Hotel Villa Fiesole is a 4-star hotel that looks out over the city of Florence 
offering its guests a breathtaking panoramic view. The rooms are  
carefully designed and furnished with meticulous attention to satisfy your 
every need, and no two are exactly alike. Some have lovely frescoed ceilings, 
while others offer stupendous views of Florence, a private terrace or a small 
patio on the inner courtyard.

Highlights

Today we transfer to Pienza, a small quaint village that you will fall in love 
with. On the way to Pienza we will stop for a short hike followed by an extra 
virgin olive oil tasting and lunch at an agriturismo owned and operated 
by the Draghi family who will welcome you with open arms.  We will hike 
through the picturesque landscape of Crete Senesi and olive groves around 
Serre di Rapolano. Once in Siena, the views are spectacular and the lively 
center of the village is a prefect  example of a well preserved Renaissance 
village. Pienza was declared UNESCO World Heritage site in 1996.  
 
Relais il Chiostro is a 4-star hotel placed in an enviable location in the center 
of beautiful Pienza. The hotel is very charming and it hides a breathtaking 
surprise... a wonderful panoramic terrace with view on the romantic Senesi’s 
hills.

MAY 25
PIENZA
Activities - Town visit, hiking 

Hotel - Relais il Chiostro
• Location: Pienza
• www.relaisilchiostrodipienza.

com/

Highlights

Our day begins with a quick shuttle and visit to Montepulciano (2130 ft). We 
explore the warren of steep cobblestone alleys and striking piazzas of the 
town famous for its delicate red Vino Nobile di Montepulciano, and we visit 
one of the masterpieces of early Italian renaissance, the church of S Biagio 
by architect Sangallo. From here, we begin our hike through fields and 
gentle hills towards Montichiello (1785 ft), famous for its Teatro Povero that 
transforms its 200 inhabitants into performers every summer. After lunch, we 
continue towards Pienza (1640 ft) through the phenomenal “crete”  
landscapes (barren, eroded gullies that may have begun as Etruscan mining 
cuts). Evening dinner will be at our favorite local trattoria. 



Ciclismo Classico 1-800-866-7314 | info@ciclismoclassico.com | www.ciclismoclassico.com 5

COLORADO COLLEGE TUSCAN WANDERLUST 2015
Ability Level: Beginner / Duration: 9 Days / 8 Nights

MAY 26
BAGNO VIGNONI 
Activities - Hiking, visit Bagno 
Vignoni  

Hotel - Residence Casanova
• Location: San Quirico d’Orcia
• www.residencecasanova.it/

web/index_eng.html

MAY 27
MONTALCINO 
Activities - Walking, wine 
tasting   

Hotel - Si Montalcino
• Location: Montalcino
• www.hotelsinmontalcino.

com/ 

Highlights

With stunning Mount Amiata in our sights we hike from Pienza (1610 ft) in 
to the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Val d´Orcia and pass cypress trees 
and grain fields on our way to San Quirico (1395 ft). We stroll down the main 
street admiring the Romanesque carving on the early pilgrimage churches 
that dot the town. We climb up out of town to explore the Tower of Vignoni 
Alto (Vignoni High) before winding down to the famous small spa town of 
Bagno Vignoni (1005 ft). 
 
The 3-star Residence Casanova is set among olive and cypress trees in the 
Val d’Orcia. It offers air-conditioned rooms with private bathroom, minibar 
and TV.

Highlights

Today we move to a another area of the Orcia region. Orcia is a river zig  
zagging through this region from east to west. From San Quirico d’Orcia, a 
quick shuttle takes us to Ripa d’Orcia (1340 ft), a hamlet castle built on the 
canyon walls of the river Orcia. We start our walk down through woods to the 
bottom of the valley, cross the river and climb up the other side to come in 
view of Sant’Antimo, an exquisite Romanesque church set in an open prairie. 
After lunch, we continue our walk up to the walled Etruscan village of  
Montalcino (1745 ft), home of one of Italy’s finest red wine: Brunello. We visit 
the medieval fortress and enjoy a wine tasting in its well-known enoteca. An 
excellent dinner at our favorite restaurant awaits! 
 
The 3-star Si Montalcino has panoramic views of Brunello vineyards and a 
pool. Rooms feature a TV, telephone, air conditioning, minibar and wifi.

MAY 28
MONTALCINO AND 
MONTE OLIVETO 
MAGGIORE 
Activities - Walking, cooking 
lesson

Hotel - Si Montalcino
• Location: Montalcino
• www.hotelsinmontalcino.

com/ 

Highlights
 
We start out from the tiny old farmer’s village of Monterongriffoli, an  
untouched Tuscan farm village where you can still feel the rural atmosphere. 
In the morning we walk for two hours along a partially shaded rolling path 
with nice views over the Crete Senesi, the area’s very characteristic barren 
landscape of natural erosion. For lunch we stop in the very pretty, quiet, red 
brick village of Chiusure. After lunch we walk for one more hour to Monte 
Oliveto, and visit the monastery. We will have an evening cooking lesson in  
Montalcino. 
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MAY 29
SIENA
Activities - Hiking, guided 
walking tour    

Hotel - Borgo Grondaie
• Location: Siena
• www.

hotelsienaborgogrondaie.
com/sienahotelstuscany/

MAY 30
SIENA TOWN VISIT
Activities - Shopping, strolling   

Hotel - Hotel Athena
• Location: Siena
• www.hotelathena.com/en/

Highlights
 
Our final two days will take place in lovely Siena. Siena’s heart is its central 
piazza known as Il Campo, known worldwide for the famous Palio run here, 
a horse race run around the piazza two times every summer. After checking 
in, we head out for a hike in the country side of Siena. In the afternoon 
our local walking guide Nicoletta will take you for a tour of this UNESCO 
Heritage Site. Tonight we dine at a slow food restaurant, Osteria il Carroccio 
very close to the town square where you might try the local Siena pasta, Pici 
al Carroccio.  
 
The 3-star Borgo Grondaie is a renovated farm in the heart of Tuscany just 2 
km away from the Siena center. The 4 acres that surround the hotel and the 
salt water swimming pool will make your holiday unforgettable.

Highlights 

This morning you are free to explore Siena on your own. Your Ciclismo 
guides will be happy to assist you with directions and places to go. You can 
do your shopping and we will gather in the afternoon for an interesting visit 
to Siena’s underground aqueduct. A fascinating network of underground 
conducts called “bottini” and fountains will dot our afternoon stroll. A typical 
dinners awaits us to celebrate our journey through Tuscany!

MAY 31 
ARRIVEDERCI!  

Highlights

After breakfast, around 9 am, we will provide one group shuttle to Florence, 
or why not extend your stay in Siena?
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TRIP PREP
GETTING TO FIESOLE
Fly to Florence (FLR). Take a Taxi from the airport to Hotel Villa Fiesole, 
approximately 20 minutes, taxi fare around $20/€15. 
 
If you’d like to arrive a day early, you may book a pre-night at Hotel Villa 
Fiesole by contacting Lauren Lasky at lasky@ciclismoclassico.com or call 
781-646-3377. We guarantee your stay in the same room during the start of 
the tour.

DEPARTING FROM SIENA
After breakfast round 9 am we provide one group Shuttle to Florence 
Airport (FLR), which takes approximately 1 hour. Please plan accordingly. 

INSURANCE, TERMS & CONDITIONS

Insurance
Ciclismo Classico will not assume responsibility or liability for any loss or 
damage of personal effects or for any injury or loss during the duration of 
the tour. Therefore, we highly recommend that you obtain travel insurance. 
 
We partner with: 
MH Ross 
Details as well as quick quotes: www.ciclismoclassico.com/travel-insurance 
 
Cancellations and Refunds 
All requests for refunds must be submitted in writing as soon as possible to 
Ciclismo Classico. Exceptions to our cancellation policy cannot be made for 
any reason, including weather or personal emergencies. There is no refund 
for unexpectedly leaving a trip early or arriving late. We strongly recom-
mend travel insurance. Cancellation fees are determined as followed: 
 
Days before departure - Cancellation fee 
91+ days - $300 administrative fee 
61-90 days - Loss of the $600 deposit 
45-60 days - 50% of the trip price
30-44 days - 100% of the trip price; you may apply 35% of payment to a 
future trip departing within one calendar year of cancellation date 
15-29 days - 100% of the trip price; you may apply 15% of you payment to a 
future trip departing within one calendar year of cancellation date 
0-14 days - 100% of the trip price 
 
Alterations to the tour itinerary 
We are proud to bring you the highest standard of quality on our tours. 
Sometimes this means modifications may be made to this itinerary. Natural-
ly, we will notify you of any changes that may affect your arrival, departure 
or lodging.

TRIP INFORMATION 
Travel Agent: 
Valerie Wilson
Call 1-855-780-2022 or 
E-mail ciclismoair@vwti.com

Weather Description
• May: H:60° / L:40°
 


