
“Scales of Western Water: Headwaters 
of the Columbia and Colorado Rivers”

2016-17 Rockies Project Fellowships
Applications Accepted Starting January 2016
Deadline for Applications: February 10, 2016

Application Materials:
1) Cover letter making the case that you are qualified for this position
2) Resume 
3) Current transcript
4) Two letters of recommendation from faculty or staff members who are familiar 
with your academic or professional work 
5) A 1-2 page description of a planned senior thesis or a “dream” topic for Rockies 
Project research under the focus of “The Scales of Western Water.” Please include 
rationale, method, a potential field research itinerary, and identify a faculty mem-
ber who agrees to mentor you in completing your research. We can provide guid-
ance on appropriate faculty if needed.  

All application materials must be submitted to the Rockies Project mailbox in 
Tutt Science Building, room 130A, by February 10, 2016. Please confirm docu-
ments were received with Rockies Project Assistant Director Brendan Boepple.

Interviews and Decision: 
Selected semi-finalists will be asked to appear for an interview prior to final selec-
tion. The interviews will start the week of February 22, 2016. Finalists will be noti-
fied as quickly as possible after the completion of the interviews. A second round of 
applications may occur if all positions are not filled. 

Successful Applicants Will:
• Be seniors during the 2016-2017 academic year and on campus both semesters 
• Possess a strong academic record as shown on a transcript copy
• Demonstrate interest in the Colorado and Columbia River Basins, both through 
the content of a resume and a 1-2 page written senior thesis/project proposal or 
“dream” topic for Rockies Project research
• Obtain two strong letters of recommendation from faculty and/or staff members
• Have introductory experience with GIS analysis
• Work well individually and in teams and demonstrate the skills necessary to conduct 
background research, collect and analyze data, and complete professional reports for 
publication

Questions:
Brendan Boepple
Rockies Project Assistant Director
719-227-8145
Brendan.Boepple@coloradocollege.edu
-or-
Brooke Larsen 
Rockies Project Program Coordinator 
801-916-7044
brooke.b.larsen@coloradocollege.edu 



The Rockies Project 2015 team at the North Rim of the Grand Canyon. 

The Rockies Project Fellowship

The State of the Rockies Project is hiring four students to undertake 
paid summer research on topics related to water in the West and the 
management of the resource for communities, economies, and envi-
ronments throughout the American West. For 2016-2017 the State of 
the Rockies will explicitly build in a comparative multiple basin ap-
proach between the Colorado and Columbia River Basins. A variety 
of different majors and disciplines typically form the collaborative stu-
dent-faculty research team. Preference will be given to rising seniors, 
but the position is open to rising sophomores/juniors as well as grad-
uating seniors. The student-faculty team will be based at Colorado 
College for 10 weeks during summer 2015 (Monday, June 6 through 
Friday, August 12, 2016) and engage in field research in pertinent 
parts of the headwaters of the Colorado and Columbia River Ba-
sins. Fellows will work 35-40 hours per week. Fellows will not be 
enrolled as CC students during summer 2016 and thus will need to 
find off-campus housing. Summer pay rates will be $400 per week. 
Students’ research will culminate in the publication of the 2017 State of 
the Rockies Report. Additionally, Fellows will remain involved with 
the Project throughout the 2016-2017 academic year by participating 
in the Project’s speakers series and other forms of outreach.

The Rockies Project 2015 team learning about the Santa Fe Water-
shed with Rockies Project Faculty Director Eric Perramond. 


